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Fig. 1 Histogram of the orbital periods of cataclysmic variables (from Ritter 1986)
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Fig. 2 A diagram of the orbserved M —P,,, relation from Patterson (1984).

The dotted line represents the standard evolution from Kolb and Ritter (1992)
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Fig. 3 A sketch of the standard structure model of non—magnetic cataclysmic variables
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Fig. 4 Temporal evolution of — ]\./I‘ , R, and ., in a cataclysmic variable

with parameters as listed at the top of the figure
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THE SECULAR EVOLUTION OF
CATACLYSMIC VARIABLES

Zhang Zhongyong
(Beijing Astronomical Observatory, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080)

Abstract

The basic concepts and the standard evolution model of cataclysmic variables are intro-
duced. The influence of irradiation on the secular evolution of cataclysmic variables is dis-

cussed.
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