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A TOOL FOR REMOTE CONTROL AND DATA
TRANSFER ON MARK 5

WANG Wei-Hua' OU Hai-Feng’
(1. Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030
2. College of Science, Henan University of Technology, Zhengzhou 450052)

Abstract

The package mkStool is a command-driven tool for remote control and automatic data transfer of
Mark 5, an important device of VLBI station. It can be used to control a Mark 5 and run Mark 5
command through the Internet, to automatically transfer scans between a pair of Mark5’ s, between a
Mark 5 and a Linux host and between a Mark 5 and correlator. It also has the function to check the
status of Mark 5 system. The mk5tool is an important tool for VLBI observations and VLBI correla-
tor. The package works well in astronomical VLBI observeations and Chang’ e lunar project. In this
paper, We provide the design and implement of mkStool and introduce the functions and usage of

the package.

Key words VLBI — Mark 5 — software



