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Infrared Space Telescopes

IRAS: Infrared Astronomical Satellite
SL2-IRT:Spacelab 2 Infrared Telescope

COBE.Cosmic Backgroud Explorer
ISO:Infrared Space Observatory
IRTS:Infrared Telescope In Space
HST:Hubble Space Telescope

SIRTF:Shuttle Infrared Telescope Facility
FIRST.Far Infrared and Submillimeter Telescope

IDR;Large Deployable Reflector
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Infrared Observation in Space——from IRAS to 1SO

Qian Zhongyu
(Beijing Astronomical Observatory, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

This paper presents a brief history of space infrared observation for astronomy. Dif-
ferent means for infrared observation above the atmosphere-ballon, aircraft, rocket
and satellite are briefly described and stress is put on infrared satellite programs. For
example, IRAS and its instruments, its target and the main results, the ISO program,
its scientific goals and instruments are introduced in some detail. At the end of this
paper, the planned or possible programs for space infrared activity towards the end
of the century including SI2-IRT, COBE, IRTS, HST, SIRTF, FIRST, LDR and so

on are also mentioned.



