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Electrophonic Sounds in Meteors

Wu Guangjie

(National Astronomical Observatories/Yunnan Observatory, Chinese Acaderny of Sciences, Kunming 650011)

Abstract

Recordings about the sounds of meteors existed in ancient Chinese literature before Christ.
During recent two hundreds years, especially, recent twenty vears, reports and investigations about
Electrophonic meteors and Electrophonic sounds have been developed largely. Electrophonic
sounds are defined as sounds produced by direct conversion of electromagnetic radiation into
audible sounds. It is thought that Electrophonic sounds may be induced in events of bolide, very
bright auroral display, nearby strong lightning, earthquake and nuclear explosion. However, on
account of its unusually rare chance and its particular physical course. no matter in observations
or in theoretical study, there are many difficult and unresolved problems. The historical and

present situations about Electrophonic sounds are summarized in this paper.
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