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P��>�Vo^J�[h�-�:a>�r�$�10ogP�:a>��-a.I 30% 
Q9o�-}g� 20 �(�&P 10 µm ���>�y-}g� 1000 �( [26] �T��rz�.R
��>��^J  Pr��Vo� 2003 Z(.� Spitzer �4!DbI{S&x(r���!Db
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OGLE-TR-113 b 1.32 1.4324 0.0229 0 89.4
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�
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&�Cr
��og
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The Detection Methods and Statistical Characteristics of Exoplanet
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Abstract: Since the first extrasolar planet was discovered in 1995, the detection and research

of extrasolar planets has taken a big step forward in the last decade. To date, more than 270

planets orbiting solar-type stars were discovered, 62 of which were reported in 2007.

The detection method developed rapidly. The paper briefly introduced several dorminant

detection methods (e.g., Direct imaging, Astrometry, Radical velocity, Transit and Microlensing)

of extrasolar planets. The radical velocity technique is most popular. It could yield all orbital

elements except the orbital inclination. Most of the known planets were revealed by this method.

Additionally, if the orbital inclination was obtained by transit/astrometry, then we could infer the

composition of the extrasolar planet by computing their density. The Direct imaging is powerful.

The spectrum of extrasolar planet could give direct clues of composition of the planet; however

the measurement is very challenging. The planetary system can be detected far beyond our solar

system even the planet is pretty smaller as our Earth, by using Microlensing method. The detailed

principle and advantages/disadvantages of each method were discussed and the latest progress

was also presented.

The paper classified the known extrasolar planets into three categories (Planets in oblate

orbit, Planets in quasi-circular orbit, 51 Peg-like planets) according to their orbital characteristics.

In addition, the paper made a statistical study of the extrasolar planetary system using the latest

data. The data shows: (1) mass, radii and distance from earth of the known extrasolar planets’

center star are gathered, obviously this is a selection effect; (2) center stars with higher metallicity

have more probability of harboring planet; (3) orbital characteristics of known planets are not

the same as the theory predicts based on classical planetary formation, many of them have larger

eccentricity and/or small semi-major axis; (4) distribution of known planets in a-e space is likely

to imply some information on planet formation and/or evolution; (5) orbital inclination was not

easy to obtain, and the known orbital inclination of extrasolar planets are all concentrated in

(25◦ − 55◦) and (75◦ − 95◦) region. Finally, the orbital configuration and stability in multiple

planetary systems was simply discussed.

With the development of Planetary Physics and Astrobiology, enormous works have been

devoted to the study of extrasolar planets. There will be a prospective era of extrasolar planet

in the near future.

Key words: Astrophysics; Extrasolar planets; Detection methods; Statistical properties


